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blogs

· A blog is. . . “a frequently updated website, with posts arranged in reverse chronological order, so new entries are always on top.” (Rebecca Blood)
· You can start a blog really, really easily at blogger.com or wordpress.com.

· Libraries use blogs
· as websites (parkcountylibrary.org)

· for special purposes, e.g. book reviews

· as an easy to update place to publicize library events and happenings (digitalcollections.uwyo.edu/blogs)
RSS

· RSS is. . . a data format that lets you get information from one site and feed it automatically to another site.

· You can see how RSS works by starting an account at Bloglines.com, Google Reader, or netvibes.com.

· Libraries use RSS

· to distribute library content (sweetwaterlibraries.com)
· to display photos, blog entries, etc., on a website (www-lib.uwyo.edu)

· You can use RSS

· to read blogs and stay on top of the profession

· to get alerts when new material is available in many WYLD databases

wikis

· A wiki is. . . a site that allows people to add and edit content.
· You can start a wiki really easily at pbwiki.com or wikispaces.com.

· Libraries use wikis

· to plan meetings (and potlucks!) (pcls.pbwiki.com/Meetings)
· to create subject guides (library2.norwich.edu/guide)
· to share knowledge with both other staff members and the public
instant messaging (IM)/chat
· Instant messaging is. . . a way to “talk” via text instantaneously to people across the room or across the world.
· You can get an IM account through AOL Instant Messenger, Yahoo! Messenger, or MSN Messenger. Meebo.com will let you sign into all of those accounts at once, or let you create a chat widget for your website.
· Libraries use IM

· to provide reference services (www-lib.uwyo.edu/services/ask.cfm)
· to communicate quickly and easily (and for free!) with staff at other branches

social networking sites

· A social networking site is. . . “an online location where a user can create a profile and build a personal network that connects them to other users.” (Pew Internet & American Life Project)
· Facebook and MySpace are two of the most popular social networking sites.
· Libraries use Facebook
· to establish a library presence online (see the Coe Library on Facebook)
· to advertise library events and services (see embedded JSTOR and WorldCat applications on the Coe Library Facebook page)
· You can use Facebook
· to network with other librarians (see the WLA Facebook group)
photo sharing sites

· Flickr is one of the most popular photo sharing sites. (Others include KodakGallery, Photobucket, and Snapfish.)

· You can get a limited free account at flickr.com, and cheap Pro accounts from TechSoup.
· Libraries use Flickr

· to show off events (www.flickr.com/photos/acpl)
· to connect with other libraries and librarians

 this handout and many more links are available online at
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